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Intro 
This guide was put together before our visit to San Francisco in June 2012. After the 
visit I have made some updates and comments based on our experiences. 
 
The information is taken from several different webpages and I have only made 
smaller modifications to the texts to get a better flow. 
 
We did not have time to visit everything in this guide, but I left it in here anyway, 

since you might have the time.  The places we visited are marked with a red star. ★ 

 
I hope this guide can be of use for you too. Enjoy the beautiful and exciting city of San 
Francisco!  
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San Francisco Travel info 
Arriving. The city is a 20-minute, roughly $25 cab ride from San Francisco 
International Airport. From Oakland International, it costs twice as much. You can 
also take BART from either location, which is always cheaper and often faster than a 
cab. 
 
Getting Around. San Francisco is a city of neighborhoods, and people here love to 
walk and bike. If you walk, wear comfortable shoes — the hills can be pretty steep. Be 
warned also that the tsunami-sized hills mean that the straightest distance between 
two points isn't always the fastest. 
 
Otherwise, San Francisco has more modes of transportation than a typical Star Wars 
movie — BART (which is mostly a subway), light rail, trolley cars, electric Muni 
buses, rickshaws, ferries, Segways. The very best way to navigate these overlapping 
transport systems is via the Web, at 511.org. You can also call 511 to get the same free 
travel service. 
 
Driving. Renting a car and driving are easy in San Francisco; finding a place to park 
is not. Patient drivers will usually find on-street parking (outside of the financial 
district) especially after 6 p.m. when the meters go off duty. But if you're in a hurry, 
you'll probably end up paying $10 to $20 a day at a lot. Be wary of enterprising hobos 
who sometimes hang around, pretending to be attendants in lots that actually have 
self-service kiosks. (A sign at the entrance should let you know what you're dealing 
with.) For a big city, traffic is surprisingly manageable, unless you are entering or 
leaving the city during rush hour. And even then, it's not so bad. 
 
Taxis. Most people here telephone for cabs (415-212-4141), rather than flagging 
them down in the street. It's possible to hail a cab, but it's likely the cabbie will ignore 
you, since he's on the way to pick up a caller. 
 
Tipping. In restaurants, a tip of 15% to 20% is expected. 
 
Wi-Fi. The Bay Area prides itself on being technologically advanced. That said, 
there's no free citywide Wi-Fi. You can, however, find free Wi-Fi in many places. 
 
Dealing with the Great Weather. So, here's the deal: Yes, this is California and 
the weather is great, but do not show up in shorts and expect Malibu Beach–type 
temperatures. (You can always pick out the tourists at the airport by their bare legs 
and short pants.) San Francisco is home to "micro-climates" — the weather in the city 
varies radically by time of day and by neighborhood. It might be 70 degrees F one 
moment and 20 degrees cooler the next. So it's imperative to layer — there's a reason 
California guys wear so much fleece. Always bring a jacket or sweater, no matter 
where you're going or how nice it looks in the morning. 
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How to Do It All for Less 
If you're planning on enjoying most of these things to do in San Francisco, a multi-
attraction pass could save you a lot of money. They're pretty simple in concept: buy a 
pass for a fixed price and it gets you into a list of San Francisco-area attractions. 
Two companies offer them in the area and which one is best for you depends on what 
you want to do. 
 
These are your options: 
 
San Francisco CityPass 
The San Francisco CityPass is good for 9 days and includes a 7-day transportation 
pass that you can use for buses, trolleys and the cable car. However, many of its other 
attractions are museums - which you may or may not enjoy. 
 
Buy your San Francisco CityPass now through Kijubi.com. 
 
Citypass offers an Alcatraz option but to take advantage of it, you have to buy your 
CityPass through Alcatraz Cruises ONLY. 
 
Go Card 
The San Francisco Go Card includes the attractions that have admission fees, except 
Alcatraz. It offers a wider range of activities than CityPass, but includes only one, 
one-way cable car ride. If you want to take guided tours or plan to go out of town to 
Napa or Monterey, it offers attractions in those areas, too. 
 
If you think the Go Card will work for you, buy your Go San Francisco Card now 
through Kijubi.com. 
 
Good website to get more info: 
http://www.sanfrancisco.travel/ 
 
SF City Guides 
49 square miles makes San Francisco one the most compact and walkable cities in 
the world (yes, even with the hills). One could walk around the entire city, roaming 
from neighborhood to neighborhood, in one day. Get an insider's view with walking 
tours from SF City Guides. Tours are given daily and are free ($5 suggested donation 
should be given when possible). Check the schedule for the times and tour routes 
here: http://www.sfcityguides.org/.  
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San Francisco: Things to Do, Area by Area 
Here is an list of things to do that will take the first-timer methodically through some 
of the most interesting places San Francisco has to offer, area by area.  
 

Fisherman's Wharf ★  

	  
	  
More than 75 percent of San Francisco's visitors include Fisherman's Wharf on their 
itinerary. Waterfront marketplaces & the fishing fleet make for a terrific fish story. 
 
Fishing boats, sea lions basking in the sun, seafood stalls, steaming crab cauldrons, 
seafood restaurants and sourdough French bread bakeries … you know you’re in 
world-famous Fisherman’s Wharf. Souvenir shops and historic ships add to the 
atmosphere. The historic F-Line streetcar and two cable car lines terminate in the 
area and sightseeing boats and boat charters link to Alcatraz, Angel Island and other 
points around San Francisco Bay. 
 
Pros and Cons 
Many people feel they haven't visited San Francisco unless they've seen these long-
standing tourist spots - but the area gets tireder every year and even the street 
performers haven't come up with anything new in a decade. In other parts of the city, 
you'll see locals enjoying themselves as much as the tourists, but most San 
Franciscans refuse to set foot in the Fisherman’s Wharf area - perhaps they have good 
reason…? 
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1.	  Pier	  39	  ★ 	  

	  
	  
Pier 39 is a shopping center and popular tourist attraction built on a pier in San 
Francisco. At Pier 39, there are shops, restaurants, a video arcade, street 
performances, an interpretive center for the Marine Mammal Center, the Aquarium 
of the Bay, virtual 3D rides, and views of California sea lions hauled out on docks on 
Pier 39's marina. The marina is also home to the floating Forbes Island restaurant. A 
two-story carousel is one of the pier's more dominant features, although it is not 
directly visible from the street and sits towards the end of the pier. The family-
oriented entertainment and presence of marine mammals make this a popular tourist 
location for families with kids. 
 
The pier is located at the edge of the Fisherman's Wharf district and is close to North 
Beach, Chinatown, and the Embarcadero. The area is easily accessible via the 
historic F Market streetcars. 
 
From the pier one can see Angel Island, Alcatraz, the Golden Gate Bridge, and 
the Bay Bridge. Blue & Gold Fleet's bay cruises leave from Pier 39. 
 
Pier 39 was first developed by entrepreneur Warren Simmons and opened October 4, 
1978. 
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2.	  Ghirardelli	  Square	  ★ 	  

	  
 
Ghirardelli Square is a landmark with shops and restaurants in the Fisherman's 
Wharf area. A portion of the area is listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
as Pioneer Woolen Mills and D. Ghirardelli Company. 
 
Ghirardelli Square, considered the first successful adaptive re-use project in the 
country, was originally a chocolate factory established by Domenico “Domingo” 
Ghirardelli, who purchased the entire city block in 1893 in order to make it into the 
headquarters of the Ghirardelli Chocolate Company. The chocolate manufacturing 
operation was sold and transferred to San Leandro in the 1960s. Unique shops and 
restaurants were created within the old factory combining the latest in retailing and 
fine cuisine with the flavor of old San Francisco. The restoration project officially 
opened on November 29, 1964. 
 
Today, Ghirardelli Square delights visitors with its lively retail mix, while 
maintaining Ghirardelli’s tradition as a trendsetter for the rest of the world. It 
continues to serve as a model for restoration complexes throughout the country such 
as Faneuil Hall Marketplace in Boston and Baltimore’s Harborplace. 
 

3.	  Alcatraz	  
Alcatraz was the site of the first lighthouse in the Western United States but became a 
federal penitentiary from 1934-1963, housing famous convicts such as Al Capone and 
George "Machine Gun" Kelly. Now, this once infamous prison island is part of the 
Bay Area’s 75,000-acre Golden Gate National Recreation Area. 
 
Located one and a half miles from Fisherman's Wharf, Alcatraz is one of The City's 
most popular attractions. A visit to the island includes a tour of the cell house where 
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visitors can see where the prisoners lived. Although the last inmates were transferred 
off the island in 1963, the main prison block with its steel bars, claustrophobic (9 x 5-
foot) cells, mess hall, library and "dark holes", where recalcitrants languished in inky 
blackness, is still structurally intact. 
 

 
 
General Visitor Info 
Alcatraz Cruises is the official ferry provider to Alcatraz and back. Departures start at 
9:30 AM and are available every half an hour throughout the day. However, please 
note that these cruises frequently sell out, so as much as possible, plan and book your 
cruise in advance, especially in the summer and on holidays. 
 
To purchase tickets, view the schedule and/or for more information, visit the Alcatraz 
Cruises web site atwww.alcatrazcruises.com. 
 
Touring the island will be at your own pace. There is no formal tour but an audio tour 
is available for the cell house portion of your visit. This award winning audio tour is 
available in many languages including English, Spanish, Japanese, French, Italian, 
German, Dutch and Mandarin and can be purchased upon your arrival on the island 
or with your ferry ticket. Evening tours of Alcatraz are also available. Visit the 
Alcatraz Cruises web site for additional information. 
 
The weather on Alcatraz varies every day on the island, sometimes even on the same 
day. It can be warm, windy and wet any day of the year. The best way to prepare 
yourself is to dress in layers and wear comfortable shoes as well. 
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4.	  Aquarium	  of	  the	  Bay	  
Address: Pier 39 On the Embarcadero at Beach Street San Francisco, CA 94133  
Phone: 415-623-5300  
Categories: Special Event Facilities | Attractions  
Visit San Francisco's only waterfront aquarium. Meet 20,000 amazing marine 
animals. 
 

5.	  Bay	  City	  Bike	  Rentals	  and	  Tours	  
Address: 501 Bay Street San Francisco, CA 94133  
Phone: 415-346-2453  
Categories: Bicycling | Sports & Recreational Activities  
Providing full-service dynamic bicycle tours and events. 
 

6.	  Boudin	  at	  the	  Wharf	  ★ 	  
Address: 160 Jefferson Street San Francisco, CA 94133  
Phone: 415-928-1849  
Categories: Special Event Facilities | Attractions | Museums | Retail Stores - SF | 
Gourmet Products  
Set in the heart of Fisherman's Wharf, two-story flagship building allows visitors to 
observe the bakery in action.  
 

7.	  San	  Francisco	  Maritime	  National	  Historical	  Park	  
Phone: 415-447-5000  
Categories: Museums  
Visitors relive America's seafaring past on National Historic Landmark ships at Hyde 
Street Pier.  
 

8.	  San	  Francisco	  Museum	  and	  Historical	  Society	  
Address: 785 Market Street, Suite 510 San Francisco, CA 94103  
Phone: 415-537-1105  
Categories: Museums  
Presents San Francisco's history through exhibits, monthly programs, publications 
and historical/architectural walking tours.  
 

9.	  San	  Francisco	  Whale	  Tours	  
Address: Pier 39, Beach and Embarcadero Streets San Francisco, CA 94133  
Phone: 415-706-7364  
Categories: Sightseeing - Specialty  
The Gulf of the Farallon Islands. Offers year-round whale watching trips to observe 
spectacular marine life. Whales, dolphins, birds.  
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North Beach ★  
North Beach, rich in Italian heritage, compresses cabarets, jazz clubs, galleries, inns, 
family style restaurants and gelato parlors into less than a square mile. 
 
A perfect spot for cappuccino and espresso, North Beach is transformed into one of 
San Francisco's most electric playgrounds by night; live music and dancing keep the 
streets swinging. In the morning practice tai chi with the regulars in Washington 
Square and from here, catch the No. 39 bus to the top of Telegraph Hill. Coit Tower 
atop Telegraph Hill offers amazing views. Thirty local artists painted murals on its 
ground floor walls in 1933. This hill is also home to a flock of wild parrots and is laced 
with stairways off Filbert and Greenwich streets as well as lush gardens. 
 

1.	  Coit	  Tower	  ★  

	  

 
 
Coit Tower atop Telegraph Hill is blessed with marvelous views. The construction of 
the tower was funded by a bequest from Lillie Hitchcock Coit who left one third of her 
fortune to the City and County of San Francisco "to be expended in an appropriate 
manner for the purpose of adding to the beauty of the city which I have always 
loved." Murals on its ground floor walls were painted in 1933 by some 30 local artists; 
each piece depicting a different aspect of the Great Depression. 
 
It's free to get inside the city-owned monument, but if you want to take the elevator 
to the top to dig the views, it's $7 for adults, $5 for seniors and $2 for kids aged 5 to 
12. Get here by walking uphill on Lombard Street from North Beach, or take Muni 
bus 39 from Washington Square Park. 
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2.	  The	  Stairs	  of	  Telegraph	  Hill	  ★ 	  
 

 
 
You've seen Coit Tower and the city views. Now it's time to take the stairs down — all 
400 of them! It's worth it because, along the way, you'll get to see some beautiful 
houses, gardens and, most times of the year, brightly colored flora. Also, it's all 
downhill. As you walk, keep a lookout for the wild parrots you may have seen in the 
wonderful documentary The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill, which, as the name 
suggests, is about birds that live on the hill.  
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Chinatown	  ★  

  
 
Built near Portsmouth Square, the historic heart of San Francisco, Chinatown is the 
largest outside of Asia, and the oldest and one of the largest in the United States. It is 
a great place for some cheap souvenirs and great food among many other things. 
There is a fortune cookie factory on the corner of Washington Street and Ross (a little 
back alleyway). 
 
The entrance to Chinatown at Grant Avenue and Bush Street is called the "Dragon's 
Gate." Inside are 24 blocks of hustle and bustle, most of it taking place along Grant, 
the oldest street in San Francisco. This city within a city is best explored on foot; 
exotic shops, food markets, temples and small museums comprise its boundaries. 
Visitors can buy herbal remedies, enjoy samples at a tea bar or order a "dim sum" 
lunch. The former central telephone exchange of the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph 
Company stands at 743 Washington St. Now a bank, it is the first Chinese-style 
building constructed in San Francisco, and the exact site where California's first 
newspaper was printed. 
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Embarcadero / Financial District ★  
Lined with deep-water piers, The Embarcadero is literally where one embarks. At the 
foot of Market Street is the Ferry Building, a vibrant public space housing a food hall, 
restaurants and a farmers market. The Ferry Building is also the terminal for ferries 
to Marin County, Vallejo, Oakland and Alameda. Piers 7 and 14 offer views of the 
skyscrapers of the Financial District and the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. 
Across the bay is Treasure Island, a man-made island that was the site of the 1939 
Golden Gate International Exposition. Jackson Square, one of 11 historic districts, 
has many buildings dating from the mid-1800s - some of which are supported by old 
ships masts. 
 

1.	  Bay	  Bridge	  ★ 	  
	  

 
 
Opened just six months before its counterpart, the Golden Gate Bridge, the Bay 
Bridge has connected the city with Oakland and the East Bay areas since 1936. A 
glittering necklace of lights was added to commerate its 50th anniversary in 1986. 
 

2.	  Ferry	  Building	  ★ 	  
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Originally built in 1898 and modeled after 12th century Giralda bell tower in Seville, 
Spain, the Ferry Building was the second busiest transit terminal in the world. After 
the Golden Gate Bridge and Bay Bridge were completed in 1937, traffic to the hub 
sharply declined. Only after the Loma Prieta Earthquake and the Embarcadero 
Freeway was replaced with the current boulevard, was the great clock tower once 
again visible in the skyline. Once the full remodel in 2003 was completed and the 
marketplace was opened, the building returned to it's former glory.  
 
It's a magnificent structure on the Embarcadero, at the foot of Market Street, but the 
real reason to come here is the food (that, and the ferry to Marin County): There's a 
fabulous farmers market on Tuesday and Saturday until 2 p.m., and no shortage of 
great places to eat. For burgers and shakes, definitely do Gotts Roadside. Or, for 
nouveau Vietnamese, try the Slanted Door, one of the city's favorite restaurants. Your 
best bet is to eat at the no-reservations bar. Order the shaking beef and the delicious 
rum cocktail made with essence of clove and fresh nutmeg. 
 

 
 
General Visitor Info 
The Ferry Building is open from 10 AM to 6 PM Monday through Friday. On 
Saturday, the Ferry Building is open from 9 AM to 6 PM and 11 AM to 5 PM on 
Saturdays. 
 
Tours of the Ferry Building are given through San Francisco City Guides. Tours are 
free and start at noon on Saturdays and Tuesdays. Tours coincide with the Ferry 
Plaza Farmers Market. For more information, visit www.sfcityguides.org. 
 

3.	  San	  Francisco	  Railway	  Museum	  ★ 	  
Address: 77 Steuart Street San Francisco, CA 94105  
Phone: 415-974-1948  
Categories: Museums  
 
A free museum of interactive exhibitions supporting the vintage F Market streetcars. 
Unique memorabilia and gifts. Open Tu-Su 10am-6pm, closed.  
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4.	  Belden	  Place	  
 

 
 
Reminiscent of the French Quarter, Belden Place is San Francisco's slice of European 
dining. Sandwiched in the Financial District, Belden Place is an alley that houses 
some of the city's best dining, which include Trademark, B44, Plouf, Cafe 
Bastille and Sam's Grill. Dining at any restaurant on Belden Place at midnight is a 
one-of-a-kind San Francisco experience. 
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Union Square ★  
The biggest names in retail and the ladies who lunch make Union Square anything 
but square. 
 
Virtually every fashion label in the world has set up shop in and around Union 
Square, a landmark park in the heart of the downtown shopping and hotel district. 
Granite plazas, a stage, a café and four grand entrance corner plazas bordered by the 
park's signature palms, pay tribute to the Square's distinctive history and offer a 
forum for civic celebrations. The cable cars head up Powell Street from here and 
flowerstands brighten corners. Thousands originally from Laos, Cambodia and 
Vietnam have given the Tenderloin, a 20-square-block district west of Union Square 
new life. A landmark church, an experimental theatre house, jazz and blues clubs, 
restaurants and cafes point to a neighborhood renaissance. 
 

1.	  The	  Cable	  Cars	  ★ 	  
	  

 
 
San Francisco is one of the few places in the world people can ride on a national 
historic landmark. The Cable Cars are the world's last permanently operational 
manually operated cable car system, and were named a national historic landmark in 
1964. Refurbished and equipped with new tracks, cables, turnarounds and cable 
propulsion machinery, they operate as much as they did on August 2, 1873 when 
Andrew S. Hallidie guided the first car down th Clay Street grade.   
 
The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) runs three cable car 
lines. These historic vehicles are not self-powered; rather they move using a 
mechanism that grips cables that run beneath San Francisco's streets. 
The three cable lines are: 
Powell-Hyde 
Powell-Mason 
California Street 
 

2.	  International	  Art	  Museum	  of	  America	  
Address: 1025 Market Street San Francisco, CA 94103  
Phone: 415-753-6344, ext. 7001  
Categories: Museums  
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IAMA's mission is to display art and promote moral progress, spiritual health and 
aesthetic enjoyment for all people through exhibitions  
 

3.	  GoCar	  GPS-‐Guided	  Tours	  
Address: 2715 Hyde Street San Francisco, CA 94109  
Phone: 415-441-5695  
Categories: Sightseeing - Specialty  
The world's first automated tour, guided by GPS (global positioning system); zip all 
over town in a GoCar and let  
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SOMA / Yerba Buena 
South of Market, also known as SOMA, is more than two square miles of sleek 
nightclubs, fashionable restaurants, art hubs and the nation’s most beautiful 
ballpark. 
 
Yerba Buena Gardens, the largest concentration of art west of the Hudson River, is an 
oasis in the heart of the city. Moscone Center and more than a dozen museums are 
located here as well as a memorial to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The University of 
California-San Francisco, Mission Bay, is the largest biomedical university expansion 
in the United States. The home of the San Francisco Giants, AT&T Park, is nearby. 
The South Beach area, recently transformed into a mixed-use waterfront 
neighborhood, includes the restored warehouses in the South End Historic District 
and several marinas. 
 

1.	  Museum	  of	  Craft	  and	  Design	  
Address: 2569 Third Street San Francisco, CA 94107  
Phone: 415-773-0303  
Categories: Museums  
Opening in Dogpatch June 2012. Come explore innovative craft and design from the 
Bay Area and beyond.  
 

2.	  San	  Francisco	  Museum	  of	  Modern	  Art	  (SFMOMA)	  
Address: 151 Third Street San Francisco, CA 94103-3159  
Phone: 415-357-4000  
Categories: Special Event Facilities | Museums  
Celebrated for innovative exhibitions, an impressive collection, and an iconic 
building. 
 

3.	  Yerba	  Buena	  Gardens	  
Address: 750 Howard Street San Francisco, CA 94103  
Phone: 415-820-3550  
Categories: Special Event Facilities | Attractions  
An award-winning public facility, features a children’s garden, public art, museums, a 
historic carousel, ice-skating and bowling centers.  
 

4.	  The	  GLBT	  History	  Museum	  
Address: 4127 18th Street San Francisco, CA 94114  
Phone: 415-621-1107  
Categories: Special Event Facilities | Museums  
The museum collects, preserves and promotes an active knowledge of the history, art 
and culture of sexually diverse communities in San Francisco.  
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Mission District 
Named for Mission Dolores, founded in 1776, San Francisco’s oldest neighborhood 
has some of its hottest new restaurants and galleries. 
 
Bernal Heights, Potrero Hill, these neighborhoods all share a sunny outlook. Boasting 
some of the best weather in the city, the Mission District, Bernal Heights and Potrero 
Hill take advantage of an abundance of fog-free days. New restaurants and night 
spots are a draw while Mission Dolores, 16th and Dolores streets, is the oldest 
structure in San Francisco. Many of the city’s pioneers are buried in an adjacent 
cemetery. The largest concentration of murals in the city adorn buildings, fences and 
walls throughout the district. Potrero Hill’s Dogpatch neighborhood is one of 11 
historic districts in the city and home to the second crookedest street (after Lombard) 
in the city. 
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Castro / Upper Market	  ★ 
Castro, Diamond Heights/Twin Peaks, Glen Park, Noe Valley, Upper Market San 
Francisco’s historic F-Line streetcars are one of the best ways to reach the Castro and 
Upper Market areas. The Castro, known at the gay capital of the world, and nearby 
Noe Valley, offer village-like amenities including pedestrian-friendly streets, 
Victorian homes in historic Eureka Valley, an array of trendy stores and outdoor 
cafes for the “see and scene” crowd.  
 
The upper stretch of Market Street coils around the lower reaches of Twin Peaks. 
Noted for their sweeping vistas of the Bay Area, these crests are popular with 
sightseers. Glen Park on the lower slopes of Diamond Heights has a canyon park and 
is near a Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) station.  
 

1.	  The	  Trolley	  to	  the	  Castro	  ★ 	  
 

 
 
You won't find better entertainment value in the U.S. for $2. Hop on a historic trolley 
car on the Embarcadero (look for the F line) and you can ride it all the way to the 
Castro. Seventeen trolley cars are in service, painted in the colors of the originals 
from the 1920s and '30s. Rest your legs as you rattle past the Wharf, down the 
Embarcadero and onto Market Street, one of the city's main thoroughfares. 
 
Take trolley to the Castro Street station, the end of the line. San 
Francisco's Castro neighborhood was initially settled by gay servicemen discharged 
here from the Armed Forces (for being gay) during World War II. Historically, the 
neighborhood has always been in flux: At the turn of last century, it was known as 
Little Scandinavia; then it became an Irish neighborhood, until the Gay Pride 
Movement of the 1960s made it safe for all the ex-servicemen to come out.  
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Grab a delicious cookie or brownie at Hot Cookie, and view the snapshots of store 
patrons showing off their Hot Cookie underwear. (Note that neither the pictures nor 
the baked goods, which are anatomically correct, are for the homophobic.) And next-
door is the famous Castro Theater, a pristine, 1920s movie palace that shows 
excellent art and repertoire films and has a real live Wurlitzer player some nights. 
 
From the Castro, you can walk to the Haight Ashbury — it's a little less than a mile — 
or take Muni bus 33. 
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Haight-Ashbury ★  
Forty years later, the "Summer of Love" lives on throughout this charming Victorian 
sector, the location of one of the world’s top medical schools. 
 
Alamo Square, Cole Valley, Lower Haight, Parnassus Heights. One of the most 
photographed scenes in San Francisco, Alamo Square's famous "postcard row" at 
Hayes and Steiner streets is a tight formation of Victorian houses back-dropped by 
downtown skyscrapers, providing a stunning contrast. The corner of Haight and 
Ashbury streets still has its tie-dyed roots; vintage clothing, books and records are 
abundant here and along lower Haight Street. Locals will point out Buena Vista Park, 
with its city views; and, for architectural highlights, Masonic, Piedmont and Delmar 
Streets. Cole Valley is also view endowed; head for Tank Hill. Parnassus Heights is 
home to the University of California, San Francisco. 
 

 
 
Haight-Ashbury is famous for its tie-dyed, drug-infused, flower-power roots. In the 
'60s - particularly in the 1967 "Summer of Love" - the neighborhood became a haven 
for hippies and influential psychadelic rock performers. Though it still maintains a 
slighty gritty, Bohemian ambiance, it is now an eclectic mix of high-end boutiques; 
vintage clothing, book and record shops; hip restaurants and cafes; and beautifully 
restored Victorian homes. 
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One interesting spot in the Haight is Amoeba Music, which is in a former bowling 
alley and boasts one of the biggest collections of CDs (new and used) in the world. 
 
From Amoeba, head west a block along Haight Street to its end. Cross the street and 
you're just inside Golden Gate Park, at famous Hippie Hill, which you'll either love or 
loathe, depending on your feelings about drum circles and wheat-free pot brownies. 
 
 

 
 
How to Get There 
You can reach Haight Ashbury via the following MUNI lines: 
N Line 
Bus Lines: 5 - Fulton, 6 - Parnassus, 21 - Hayes, 22 - Fillmore, 24 - Divisadero, 33 - 
Stanyan, 43 - Masonic, 71 - Haight-Noriega 
 
Did You Know? 
- The Greatful Dead lived at 710 Ashbury Street, while the Hell's Angels lived at 719 
Asnbury Street. 
- Janis Joplin lived at two different locations: 635 Ashbury Street and 122 Lyon. 
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Please note- These are all PAST addresses, none of the people listed still live there 
and these are peoples' homes and though they are used to and pretty tolerant of 
tourists taking pictures, their privacy should be respected. 
 

1.	  Alamo	  Square	  and	  the	  Painted	  Ladies	  ★ 	  
 

 
 
One of the most photographed locations in San Francisco, Alamo Square's famous 
"postcard row" at Hayes and Steiner Streets is indeed a visual treat. A tight, 
escalating formation of Victorian houses is back-dropped by downtown skyscrapers, 
providing a stunning contrast. The grassy square itself is an ideal midday break. One 
of eleven historic districts designated by the Department of City Planning, the area 
includes several bed and breakfast inns. 
 

 
 
General Visitor Info 
Many Victorian homes of the Queen Anne era have a few unique features: multiple 
balconies, large porches and are usually two-and-a-half to three-and-a-half stories 
tall. 
 
Take your time in admiring these homes in addition to taking a picture or two. For 
many people, the best shot is when the sun is setting in the west, casting a sunset 
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glow over these houses and Alamo Square. Be sure to schedule time to take a tour 
inside one of the homes if you can. 
 

2.	  Haight	  Ashbury	  Flower	  Power	  Walking	  Tour	  
Address: P.O. Box 170106 San Francisco, CA 94117  
Phone: 415-863-1621  
Categories: Sightseeing - Walking Tours  
Discover why San Francisco's vibrant Haight-Ashbury, rich with history and 
Victorian architecture was home to free love, rock 'n' roll. 
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Japantown / Fillmore ★  
Visit Japan without a passport, sip a cup of java and jive to some jazz where the Far 
East meets the Harlem of the West. 
 
Founded in 1906 Japantown is the oldest in the United States and one of only three 
remaining. This small slice of Japanese life is just a few octaves away from the 
Fillmore, the Harlem of the West which is witnessing a revival of its jazz heritage and 
is the setting for an annual open-air jazz festival. NOPA, an acronym for north of the 
(Golden Gate Park) panhandle, has been dubbed an urban frontier by The New York 
Times and is increasingly on the foodies’ GPS for late night suppers. 

1.	  Fillmore	  Street	  Named	  One	  of	  America's	  Best	  Shopping	  Streets	  ★ 	  
 

 
 
In San Francisco, you have plenty of neighborhoods to do your shopping in. Union 
Square, the Marina and Haight-Ashbury have always been the classic places to shop, 
but a new city strip has risen above the rest lately, Fillmore Street. Located between 
Japantown and Pacific Heights, this street has been named one of America's best 
shopping streets by US News. Here's is what they had to say: 
 
"Counterbalancing New York as a coastal heavyweight, San Francisco (with some 
assistance from Los Angeles) establishes West Coast culture. However, shopping in 
San Fran is surprisingly decentralized: While the Union Square area hosts the most 
recognizable stores, Fillmore Street is the best place to catch the up-and-coming 
trends. The stretch between Jackson Street and Geary Street is lined with retailers 
and eateries, waiting to be explored. And unlike other commercial areas, Fillmore 
appeals to those with varied interests; it has three quaint bookstores, three flower 
shops and even three hardware outlets scattered among the upscale clothiers. 
Like Boston's Newbury Street, Fillmore Street gets into the spirit with a "Holiday 
Stroll" in December, when you can enjoy festive entertainment, sweets and 
discounts." 
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Civic Center / Hayes Valley ★  
Three districts: one of the trendiest, one of the newest and one of the oldest are all 
anchored by a Beaux Arts masterwork. 
 
San Francisco' s widest street, Van Ness Avenue, runs down the middle of Civic 
Center, a Beaux Arts architectural wonder. A short distance from Civic Center lies 
Hayes Valley boasting galleries, antique shops, restaurants and book nooks. A stretch 
of Larkin Street starting just beyond the Asian Art Museum's front door at Larkin and 
McAllister up to O'Farrell has been designated Little Saigon. Some 250 Vietnamese-
owned businesses are concentrated in this and the nearby Tenderloin areas. The Polk 
Street district parallels Van Ness Avenue and extends all the way to Fisherman's 
Wharf, where it terminates in front of the historic Maritime Museum. Catering to a 
diverse population, Polk Street is one of the oldest shopping districts in San 
Francisco. 

1.	  San	  Francisco	  Opera	  
Address: War Memorial Opera House 301 Van Ness Avenue San Francisco, CA 
94102  
Phone: 415-864-3330  
Categories: Music | Performing Arts  
Internationally acclaimed opera company presents 13 productions in over 80 
performances annually from September through December and May through July. 
 

2.	  San	  Francisco	  Conservatory	  of	  Music	  
Address: 50 Oak Street San Francisco, CA 94102-6011  
Phone: 415-503-6275 (box office)  
Categories: Music | Performing Arts  
One of the world's most distinguished schools of music. Presenting over 400 public 
performances annually.  
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Nob Hill ★  
Of the city's 40-plus, Nob Hill boasts perhaps the best view of San Francisco Bay, 
especially when observed from a California Street cable car. 
 
Once the home of the silver kings and railroad barons, the “nabobs”, Nob Hill's noble 
tenants include Grace Cathedral, a replica of Notre Dame in Paris; Huntington Park, 
site of many art shows and graced by a replica of a 16th century Roman fountain; Nob 
Hill Masonic Center, an architectural dazzler hosting various musical events; the 
Cable Car Barn, where the cable cars are stored when not in service, and grand hotels. 
Russian Hill, named for burial sites of Russian hunters who were active in California 
waters in the early 1800s, is most famous for the sinuous curves of Lombard Street, 
“the crookedest street in the world,” between Hyde and Leavenworth streets. 
 

1.	  Lombard	  Street	  ★ 	  
	  

 
 
Although billed as the the "Crookedest" Street, Lombard actually isn't, nor is it the 
steepest, but it's surely the best-known. It's only a block long, with eight sharp turns, 
the roadway flanked by colorful flowers. 
 
Most visitors drive down Lombard Street - it's one-way and you can't drive up. The 
wait to drive one curving block can be long - and the drive is over in less than a 
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minute. Others walk to the bottom, watch for a minute, take photos and leave. You 
can also get off the cable car at the top and walk down. 
 

2.	  San	  Francisco	  Cable	  Car	  Barn	  &	  Museum	  
Address: 1201 Mason Street San Francisco, CA 94108  
Phone: 415-401-3119  
Categories: Special Event Facilities | Museums  
The City's cable car system is run from a circa 1907 red brick barn.  
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Marina / Presidio ★  
A former dairy land, Civil War fortresses, an urban National Park, the city’s second 
Chinatown and the homes of the famous surround an equally famous bridge. 
 
Called “the bridge that couldn’t be built” the Golden Gate Bridge is one of the world’s 
most famous landmarks. Its southern approach via Hwy. 1 and 101 traverses some of 
the city’s most scenic and historic areas including the Presidio of San Francisco and 
the Marina, site of the 1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposition. The outdoor 
cafes of Union Street in Cow Hollow, a former dairy land, are ideal spots for people 
watching and gazing up at the mansions of Pacific Heights. Outer Sacramento Street 
and Laurel Heights have blossomed into pleasant shopping sectors. The Richmond 
District, which borders Golden Gate Park, sprouted a second Chinatown along 
Clement Street in the early 70s. 
 

1.	  The	  Presidio	  and	  the	  Golden	  Gate	  Bridge	  ★ 	  
	  

 
 
The Presidio was used at different points in its 230-year history to house soldiers 
from Spain and Mexico before it became a U.S. military base. Its armed past 
notwithstanding, you won't find a more bucolic spot in the city, thanks to its 
abundant eucalyptus trees and yawning lawns. If, at this point, you want to fortify 
yourself with a cocktail or dinner, a great place for both is the Presidio Social Club, an 
urban hipster kind of a joint, which was once an enlisted-mens' barracks. (The Club 
has one daily cocktail hour, followed by one seating for dinner. If you miss them, not 
to worry. You can grab dinner later at the Ferry Building.) 
 
From the Presidio, you can walk to the Golden Gate Bridge, which isn't really golden 
at all — it is more like a rust. The bridge is an engineering marvel and one of the most 
beautiful — if it is not too windy and foggy — walks in the country. So beautiful that 
some people apparently feel compelled to hurl themselves off it. It is the top spot for 
suicides in the nation, with a person a week, on average, taking a fatal plunge. 
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Crossing the strait of the Golden Gate from San Francisco to the Marin headlands for 
1.7 miles is the world-renowned Golden Gate Bridge, easily identified by its 
International Orange color. Opened in 1937, the bridge was built at a cost of $35 
million in principal and $39 million in interest and 11 workers’ lives. The single-
suspension span is anchored by twin towers that reach skyward 746 feet, and was 
once taller than any building in San Francisco. To support the suspended roadway, 
two cables, each more than 7,000 feet in length and both containing 80,000 miles of 
wire stretch over the top of the towers and are rooted in concrete anchorages on 
shore. More than ten years in planning due to formidable opposition, but only four 
years in actual construction, the Golden Gate Bridge brought the communities of San 
Francisco and Marin counties closer together. 
 
General Visitor Info 
Pedestrians including wheelchair users and bicyclists can go on the sidewalks of the 
bridge during daylight hours but roller blades, skateboards and roller skates are not 
permitted. There are view points on both north and south sides of the bridge with 
parking lots. If you can’t visit the bridge in person, do the virtual bridge walk and 
don’t forget to check out the view from the top of the south tower. 
 

 
 
How to Get There 
From downtown, take #38 Geary Boulevard to Park Presidio and transfer to #28 
northbound to get to the Golden Gate Bridge. If you’re taking Golden Gate Transit 
from San Francisco, the #10, #70 or #80 lines will take you to the bridge. 
 
Did You Know? 
The name came from the fact that the Golden Gate Strait (named by John Fremont) 
is the entrance into San Francisco Bay from the Pacific Ocean. 
 
International Orange was selected as the color of the bridge because it provided 
visibility in the fog for passing ships and also because it was a color that fit in 
naturally to the bridge’s setting and the surrounding land area. The bridge has only 
been closed three times due to weather since it was built; all three times due to high 
winds gusting close to or over 70 miles per hour. The bridge has also been closed for 
visits from dignitaries President Franklin D. Roosevelt and President Charles de 
Gaulle of France and also on its 50th Anniversary in 1987. 
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2.	  The	  Walt	  Disney	  Family	  Museum	  
Address: The Presidio of San Francisco 104 Montgomery Street San Francisco, CA 
94129  
Phone: 415-345-6800  
Categories: Special Event Facilities | Museums  
 
Located in the scenic Presidio of San Francisco, the fascinating and inspiring story of 
Walt Disney has been brought to life with interactive exhibits, animation, movies, 
music and more. Museum store and cafe. Open W-M 10am-6pm. Admission $20 
adults; $15 seniors and students with valid ID; $12 ages 6-17; children under six free 
with adult admission.No strollers, photographs or videos allowed in the galleries. AE, 
D, MC, V. 
 

3.	  Palace	  of	  Fine	  Arts	  
 

 
 
Originally built for the 1915 Panama-Pacific Exposition, the Palace of the Fine Arts 
and the surrounding tranquil lagoon are one of the most photographed spots in the 
city. Some say it's because of the reflection in the lagoon that makes the site uniquely 
San Francisco, but don't underestimate the Merchant-Maybeck designed dome. It 
will take your breath away. 
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General Visitor Info 
The Palace of Fine Arts is located in the Marina District next to the Exploratorium 
conveniently located off of Marina Blvd. and Baker St.  
 

 
 
How to Get There 
You can reach the Palace of Fine Arts via the following MUNI lines: 
Bus Lines: 22, 28 - 30, 41, 43, 45 
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Golden Gate Park / Sunset ★  
Once part of a vast, sandy wilderness known as the Outside Lands, Golden Gate Park 
is now world famous and home to dozens of attractions. 
 
Laid out in a grid of pastel-colored row houses all the way to the Great Highway and 
Ocean Beach, the area is bordered by a giant green rectangle: Golden Gate Park. 
Local dragon boat crews often practice on Lake Merced near the planned community 
of Park Merced and nearby San Francisco State University. There's eclectic shopping 
in West Portal and the acronym O-M-I is shorthand for Ocean View, Merced and 
Ingleside. The San Francisco Zoo is Northern California’s largest. Stern Grove (19th 
Avenue and Sloat) is home to free summer concerts. 
 

 
 
Be sure to visit the Conservatory of Flowers (closed Mondays), which is the oldest 
Victorian greenhouse this side of the Thames, and the carousel on Kezar Drive, both 
on the eastern edge of the park. 
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1.	  Golden	  Gate	  Park	  ★ 	  
 

 
 
Three miles long by a half mile wide and larger than New York City's Central Park, 
Golden Gate Park is the city's largest outdoor spot. If you go, you can see Dutch 
windmills, a buffalo herd, remote-controlled boats, museums and gardens - and 
plenty of places to play or have a picnic. 
 
One of the most popular attractions in the park is the Japanese Tea Garden, but 
there's plenty more to see here, including the San Francisco Botanical 
Garden, California Academy of Sciences and Conservatory of Flowers. 
 
Pros and Cons 
Golden Gate Park seems to have something for everyone - and a lot of it. On the 
downside, it's far from the main tourist destinations and best accessed by 
automobile. Although public transit also goes there, it's still a long walk from the bus 
stop to some of the park's attractions. 
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2.	  San	  Francisco	  Zoo	  
Address: 1 Zoo Road San Francisco, CA 94132-1098  
Phone: 415-753-7080  
Categories: Special Event Facilities | Attractions  
A home to a variety of exotic animals. Visit the African Savanna; Grizzly Gulch; 
Lemur Forest; Penguin Island; Gorilla Preserve… 
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Bayview / Candlestick Point 
More than 70 miles of new light rail track connect this diverse community, home to a 
legendary sports stadium and arena. 
 
Bayview, Candlestick Point, Excelsior/Outer Mission, Hunters Point, Candlestick 
Park, Visitacion Valley. The T-Third metro service links downtown with the Bayview, 
Excelsior, Outer Mission and Visitacion Valley areas. The San Francisco 49ers play at 
Candlestick Park. This area, south of the I-280 freeway, is home to the former 
Hunters Point shipyard where The Point is billed as America’s largest artist colony. 
Open studio events are held in the spring and the fall. The Bayview Opera House is 
the city’s first opera house and the wild west lives on in a rodeo at the Cow Palace 
every fall. Candlestick Point State Recreation Area and India Basin Shoreline Park 
offer trails and pier fishing. 
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Sausalito 
Sausalito, just across San Francisco Bay, has some of the best views of San Francisco 
in the area. 
 
Most visitors take a stroll in Sausalito, browsing in the shops and having a bite to eat. 
The ferry ride across the Bay to Sausalito is like a mini-bay cruise. 
 
Pros and Cons 
Sausalito has great views of the city - and it's pleasant enough otherwise, but to get 
there, you have to drive across the Golden Gate Bridge (and pay a toll to get back) or 
take a ferry (and face time pressures to be sure you don't miss the return trip). 
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Take a Bus tour 
Start your trip with a hop on hop off bus tour. Various bus tours depart from Union 
Square, many of them right in front of Macy’s. San Francisco has a lot of hills so a bus 
tour can be the smartest way to get a brief overview of the city and it can also take you 
to places that you might not otherwise get to see or might not of even find out about. 
 
Here are some of the companies that offer tours: 
All San Francisco Tours: http://www.allsanfranciscotours.com/body.asp?tour=SFO-
B0009&page=TourDetails 
 
The Big Bus Company: 
http://www.bigbustours.com/eng/sanfrancisco/custompage.aspx?id=tour_of_san_f
rancisco&gclid= 
 
Super Sightseeing Tours: http://www.supersightseeing.com/hop-on-hop-off 
 
City Sightseeing San Francisco: http://www.city-sightseeing.us/ 
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Take a Boat tour 

 
 
If you can escape for a short while, hop a Red-and-White Ferry to Sausalito from 
Fisherman's Wharf. The ride takes one-half hour. The panoramic view of San 
Francisco Bay is spectacular, and Sausalito's sunny, inviting outdoor cafés and small 
shops overlooking the city are utterly charming. 
 
The Original! 
Launched in 1939 as part of the Golden Gate International Exposition, this cruise has 
been a highlight of any visit to San Francisco for 70 years. Sail along San Francisco's 
breathtaking waterfront, under the majestic Golden Gate Bridge, and closely around 
notorious Alcatraz Island. On route, discover San Francisco's history and world 
famous landmarks through personal headphone audio in 12 languages. During the 
cruise, frequent wildlife encounters include seagulls, pelicans and sea lions. At times, 
you may see even dolphins and whales. So be alert!  
 
Departing from Pier 43 ½ in the heart of Historic Fisherman’s Wharf, sail past the 
San Francisco skyline and view the lively neighborhood of North Beach, the famous 
swimming clubs of Aquatic Park, the historic vessels at Hyde Street Pier, the San 
Francisco Maritime National Park, and numerous other exciting sights. 
 
As you head west towards the Golden Gate Bridge, cruise along Fort Masonand 
the Marina District, which was devastated in the 1989 earthquake. Next, enjoy views 
of Crissy Field and the lush hillsides of the Presidio—both former army 
installations—that are now part of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. Don’t 
miss incredible photo opportunities when sailing directly under the massive 4,200-
foot span of the 746-foot tall Golden Gate Bridge. 
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As you steam back into the Bay, travel past the wildlife reserves of the Marin 
Headlands and the legendary town of Sausalito, once home to the 1960s’ flower 
generation. With Angel Island State Park to your left, slowly cruise around the 
infamous Island of Alcatraz. On your way back to Fisherman’s Wharf, see the San 
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, and Coit Tower. After a full hour of exciting sights, 
the barking sea lions at Pier 39 welcome you back to Pier 43 ½, where you can visit 
two National Historic Landmarks, the WWII submarine USS Pampanito and 
merchant vessel USS Jeremiah O'Brien. 
 
8 - 12 daily departures from Pier 43½ starting at 10AM. 
Please arrive at least 30 minutes prior to departure. Boarding on first-come, first-
serve basis. Your ticket is valid for any departure time within 365 days from date of 
purchase. 
 
The Golden Gate Bay Cruise departures between 1:15pm and 3:45pm tend to be the 
busiest with tour groups. For a more peaceful experience, they recommend hopping 
on one of the cruise times before or after that time, or trying out theBridge 2 Bridge 
Cruise instead. 
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Take a 49-Mile Drive Around San Fran.  
 

 
 
It started out as a marketing ploy, but they chose 49 miles and they're sticking to it. 
Blue and white seagull-emblazoned signs like the one above lead you through the 
city, and although part of the drive is not very scenic, this is a great way to learn what 
more of San Francisco is like. 
 
Pros and Cons 
If you use our recommendations and see part of it on foot, driving the more 
interesting parts of the 49-Mile Drive will give you a nice feel for what the city is like - 
and you'll see some great San Francisco sights along the way. At the drive's highest 
point, Twin Peaks offers a panoramic view of the city of San Francisco (when it isn't 
foggy).  
 
More About the San Francisco 49-Mile Drive 
If you're convinced you want to take this drive around San Francisco, your best 
option is to drive yourself. If you're saving money by skipping a rental car otherwise, 
you can get one for just one day at rental offices in the city. Compare prices on car 
rental at Kayak.com. 
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Eating and Drinking in San Francisco 
	  

San Francisco's Top 10 Cupcake Spots 
In a fickle landscape for food businesses, many cupcake shops have opened in recent 
years in San Francisco -- and, happily, they continue to stick around. While not every 
innovation regarding the dessert has worked out in practice (cupcake and wine 
pairings should be banned), there's still a clear demand. 
SFoodie is a tough customer when it comes to cupcakes. We are not on a diet. We are 
not lured or fooled by a sky-high swirl of frosting. And we're not swayed by sprinkles, 
though we do have an appreciation for the occasional edible glitter. Attention must be 
paid to the cake itself, ideally with a not-too-dense crumb (how the inside looks, not 
what falls off it). You'd probably not be shocked to know how many places make that 
an afterthought. Here are our 10 favorite current spots for cupcakes: 

1.	  Let's	  Cupcake	  
2255 Judah (at 28th Avenue) 
This young shop has one of the superior desserts in San Francisco. Let's Cupcake 
seems to be one of the gatekeepers of the secret to keeping a cupcake from being 
dried out. They're also adept at including textural elements that satisfy, such as the 
bits of caramelized sugar that top the standout banana crunch flavor. A cafe deep in 
the Sunset (right off the N-Judah), it's not the most central of locations, but there's 
free WiFi and, unlike these other places, it's a place where people can actually hang 
out and commune over cupcakes. 

2.	  SusieCakes	  Bakery	  ★ 	  
This bakery was born in Southern California and grew to encompass a Marin County 
and a San Francisco location. Susie is not even close to shy about butter and sugar, 
and we love her for that. Accordingly, cupcakes here are not Weight Watchers-
friendly; in fact, they are topped and filled with frosting. SFoodie doesn't gravitate 
toward frosting-heavy efforts in general, but we're already breaking the rules of 
propriety when we come here, so a frosting-loaded Fluffy Coconut or Chocolate Mint 
cupcake is really a necessity.  

3.	  Les	  Eléments	  Pâtisserie	  
1 Ferry Building 
Luis Villavelazquez would probably rather quit the business than to offer ordinary 
flavors, so if you want vanilla, it's going to have to be smoked vanilla -- but that's a 
serious improvement over most of what's out there. The former Absinthe pastry chef 
currently runs the kitchen operations at La Victoria Bakery and sells his own Les 
Eléments cupcakes, scones, and cookies on Thursdays and Saturdays at the Ferry 
Plaza Farmers Market. Besides having imaginative additives like black pepper or 
candycap mushroom, Villavelazquez nails the frosting to cake ratio, allowing you to 
actually taste the cake. 

	   	  



	   43	  

4.	  Cups	  and	  Cakes	  Bakery	  
451 9th Street (at Harrison) 
This SOMA cupcakery, which opened in 2009, offers outrageous flavors like Pancake 
Breakfast (maple bacon with maple bacon frosting), Root Beer Float (root beer with 
vanilla frosting), and Banana Split (banana filled with chocolate pastry cream and 
topped with vanilla frosting), but Cups and Cakes also excels in classics such as Red 
Velvet. Those watching their waistline can trust that the lightest calorie option, the 
Cloud Nine (angel food cake and seven-minute frosting), is also one of the shop's 
truly most exceptional offerings. The cupcakes are served in a unique notched cup 
that seems to provide no real advantage, but do make them stand out from the pack 
in yet another way. 

5.	  Kara's	  Cupcakes	  ★ 	  
3429 Scott Street (at Chestnut) 
With six full-fledged Bay Area locations, including one in San Francisco's Marina 
District and one in Ghirardelli Square, and an outpost in SFO's Terminal 2, Kara's is 
one of the most recognizable cupcake queens around. Her cakes can be a little dainty 
and delicate for our appetite, though two will take care of that on most days, and 
that's ultimately a compliment. One exception: a single chocolate cupcake filled with 
caramel and sprinkled with chunky fleur de sel definitely does the trick. 

6.	  Fillmore	  Bakeshop	  
1890 FIllmore (at Bush) 
While not the main specialty of the house, the cupcakes turned out by the father-
daughter dynamic baking duo of Doug Basegio and Elena Basegio-Carpenter number 
among the most elegant in the city. Adorned with flowers and pearlescent candies, 
they're certainly beautiful. And while too many cupcakes set a trap with beguiling 
looks and bad flavor, these actually deliver on the promise. 

7.	  Pastry	  Cupboard	  
1596 Market (At Van Ness) 
The Civic Center area is not ground zero for cupcakers. But this bakery, which opened 
last fall, is doing its best to represent. Former Slanted Door pastry chef Chona 
Piumarta has a small but focused list of cupcake flavors, including Chocolate Mousse, 
Carrot, and Red Velvet. Her standout is a lovely Coconut Rum that is merciful in its 
alcoholic restraint in a way that only a practiced veteran could execute. 

8.	  That	  Takes	  The	  Cake	  
2271 Union (at Steiner) 
The Union Street shop relies on cutesy names like Alfred Hitchocolate, Gentlemen 
Prefer Red, and imPeach My Hunger -- which can be a little bit cringeworthy. But the 
gimmicks aren't required here, for the cake is proper, and the frosting technique is 
among the most sophisticated in the city, with petal-like edges that look like flowers 
and the key secret ingredient of all frostings: a light touch. 
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9.	  Kingdom	  Cake	  
524 Union (at Grant) 
Kingdom Cake, a takeout window in the heart of the Italian neighborhood North 
Beach, is the only place we know in town that sprinkles edible shimmery dust on its 
creations. But when flavors come in varieties like White Russian, Lemon Lime 
Margarita, and Grand Marnier Chocolate (along with non-alcoholic shots like Orange 
Nutella, Thai Tea, and Spicy Chocolate), the extra flair is understandable. 

10.	  Miette	  
1 Ferry Building 
This Ferry Building staple has mastered the art of presenting a cupcake that looks 
like it has no calories; these desserts look precious. Miette is giving up the goods on 
its best flavor, the Old-Fashioned, in its new cookbook. The chocolate cupcake is 
topped with boiled icing and a candied peanut, a simple combination that cuts 
through the noise of fleeting trends. 
 
 

	    



	   45	  

San Francisco's Top 10 Cocktail Bars 
In the last few years, finding a bad drink in San Francisco has become harder than 
finding a good one. In nearly every neighborhood you'll find a bar filled with fresh 
juices, high-quality spirits, and a talented bartender conducting their craft. Having 
already covered thetop 10 dive bars, now it's time for our picks of 10 bars that are 
moving the local cocktail culture forward, one drink at a time. 

1.	  Jasper's	  Corner	  Tap,	  401	  Taylor	  (at	  O'Farrell).	  
Even though it's a relative newcomer, the perfect combination of great cocktails, 
casual atmosphere, and a team of talented bartenders make Jasper's Corner Tap San 
Francisco's top cocktail spot. The bar showcases both beer and spirits in many of its 
cocktails; and drinks like the haunting Black Cross (black-tea-infused Smith & Cross 
Rum, Dubonnet Rouge, Belle de Brillet, bitters) maintains an ideal mix of interesting 
and delicious. 

2.	  Smuggler's	  Cove,	  650	  Gough	  (at	  McAllister).	  
Step into Smuggler's Cove, with its décor of bamboo, fishing nets, and even a 
waterfall, and you can't help but smile. The fun factor is a huge draw, but owner 
Martin Cate's drink list, which combines classic tiki drinks with new creations, is 
what keeps people coming back. So does one of the best rum collections around, with 
over 300 bottles. Veteran bartenders will make sure that your flaming Top Notch 
Volcano (demerara rum, lime, pineapple, passion fruit, Maraschino liqueur, 
cinnamon) will appease both you and Pele. 

3.	  Bourbon	  &	  Branch,	  501	  Jones	  (at	  O'Farrell).	  
The first serious cocktail bar in the city continues to innovate and maintain its quality 
throughout the years. Last year, Boubon & Branch expanded its speakeasy concept 
with the opening of The Wilson, which introduces a three-course drink menu and an 
attention to detail that simply isn't possible in a larger venue. Cocktail geeks rejoice! 

4.	  Beretta,	  1199	  Valencia	  (at	  23rd	  St.).	  
When this small pizza-oriented restaurant opened up in 2008, with an all-star cast of 
bartenders that resembled the drink-slinging Avengers, and helped ignite the current 
explosion of restaurants highlighting extensive cocktail programs. The short, rotating 
drink list continues to evolve. It now includes the Penicillin #2 (mezcal, ginger, 
lemon, honey), a delightfully smoky drink. 

5.	  Slanted	  Door,	  1	  Ferry	  Building	  (at	  Embarcadero).	  
Erik Adkins, bar manager for the Slanted Door, has maintained such a high standard 
at Charles Phan's flagship restaurant for so long that people have started taking the 
bar for granted. Its version of the Pisco Apricot Tropical (Marian Farms California 
Pisco, pineapple gum syrup, apricot brandy, lime, bitters) is exotic, yet familiar and 
damn good. The bar may not be new, but the consistent, well-priced, delicious drinks 
make this a top spot. 
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6.	  Comstock	  Saloon,	  155	  Columbus	  (at	  Kearny).	  
While we're mostly glad the arm-garter-and-suspender phase in the cocktail world is 
fading, the bar at Comstock is the exception. The historic early 1900s space, classic 
cocktails (including the Pisco Punch, invented a few blocks away), and saloon fare 
would make even designer T-shirt and jeans seem out of place. Saloonkeepers Jonny 
Raglin and Jeff Hollinger seamlessly evoke the Barbary Coast with drinks like the 
Martinez (old tom gin, sweet vermouth, Maraschino liqueur, bitters) and Hop Toad 
Cocktail (Jamaican rum, apricot brandy, lime, bitters). 

7.	  The	  Hideout	  at	  Dalva,	  3121	  16th	  St.	  (at	  Albion).	  
One of the best-kept secrets around is the tiny bar in the back of Dalva. Patrons can 
get inexpensive beers and well-made standards in the front, or craft cocktails made 
with exceptional spirits in the cozy back room. Staffed by a few of San Francisco's 
heavy-hitters, the Hideout ensures that there's always something interesting on the 
menu. 

8.	  Tommy's	  Mexican	  Restaurant,	  5929	  Geary	  (at	  24th	  Ave.).	  
Get a coveted seat at the tiny bar and be rewarded with some tequila education and a 
perfect Tommy's Margarita (fresh lime juice, agave syrup, and your choice of tequila) 
by Tequila Ambassador to the United States Julio Bermejo. With the largest 
collection of 100 percent blue agave tequila around (in brands, vintages, and rare 
bottlings), it's worth joining Tommy's Blue Agave Club, which offers access to the 
most exceptional bottles in the library, but also teaches you about production, 
history, and enjoyment of tequila. 

9.	  Bar	  Agricole,	  355	  11th	  St.	  (at	  Folsom).	  
Few in San Francisco have directly improved and influenced the Bay Area bartending 
scene as much as Thad Vogler and Eric Johnson of Bar Agricole. Nothing behind 
their bar escapes careful consideration, from the ice (five different kinds) to the 
spirits (most local and biodynamic). With juices and produce coming from local 
farms, the drinks are flawless, perfectly measured, unadulterated libations like the Ti 
Punch (rhum agricole, lime, cane syrup). 

10.	  The	  Alembic,	  725	  Haight	  (at	  Schrader).	  
This Upper Haight bar seems continuously filled with intriguing mix of folks, all 
drawn to avant-garde cocktails like the Southern Exposure (Junipero gin, celery 
juice, mint, lime), a tasty twist on a Southside (a gin mojito, yo). Show up on the last 
Sunday of the month, when the bar replaces the usual menus with copies of Harry 
Craddock's Savoy Cocktail Book, an 800-plus-recipe tome by the patron saint of the 
cocktail revival. Don't worry -- book expert Erik Ellestad, who's made every drink on 
those pages, is on hand to guide you to new favorites. 
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Top Lunch Spots in San Francisco 
1.	  Pizzeria	  Delfina	  
 Delfina crafts pizzas with the freshest ingredients, baked to crackling thin-crust 
perfection, and accompanied by wonderful wines and side dishes. Made-to-order 
Neapolitan-style pizzas come with traditional toppings like salsiccia, broccoli raab, 4 
formaggi, and cherrystone clams.  Round out the pie with a seasonal salad or side, 
and cap it off with a delicious homemade ricotta cannoli. 

2.	  Slow	  Club	  
In business for nearly 18 years, the Slow Club remains one of San Francisco's favorite 
neighborhood restaurants. The industrial chic decor features concrete floors, black 
walls, and a backlit bar. The atmosphere is dark and moody but welcoming. It is hard 
to resist the expertly prepared burger, which comes with skinny fries or mixed 
greens. Housemade pastas are hearty and inventive; the pan-roasted chicken is 
always full of juicy flavor. The super-fresh Caesar salad is also memorable. Full 
review. 

3.	  Chez	  Maman	  
Something between a bistro and diner, the tiny Chez Maman turns out hearty fare 
like steak frites, grilled paninis, generous burgers, and sweet and savory crepes. On a 
cold damp day, there is nothing more satisfying than grabbing a seat at the counter 
and watching your lunch grill on the stove; the warmth and smells from the tiny open 
kitchen will chase any chill away.Full review. 

4.	  Zuni	  Cafe	  
Zuni Cafe may be San Francisco’s most iconic restaurant. Opened in 1979, this classic 
eatery has garnered an international reputation for its simply prepared, ingredient-
driven Mediterranean cooking.  With picture windows looking onto Market Street, 
Zuni’s long copper topped bar draws celebrities, out-of-towners and everything in 
between. The Caesar salad, classic burger, shoestring fries, and roast chicken for two 
are celebrated preparations, as is the extensive selection of fresh oysters, which 
changes daily. Full review. 

5.	  Rotunda	  at	  Neiman	  Marcus	  ★ 	  
If you’ve ever heard the term ladies who lunch and wondered who they are and where 
they go, book a table midday here. The setting alone is worth a visit: Perched on the 
fourth floor of the department store, the dining room sits under a magnificent 
stained-glass dome. Picture windows look out onto the bustle of Union Square. White 
table linens, plush banquettes, and fresh flowers on every table lend an air of 
elegance. 	  

6.	  La	  Taqueria	  
This friendly restaurant has an almost cult-like following. Tacos and burritos are 
made to order with the freshest ingredients; meats are marinated and grilled to 
perfection. Try the delicious carnitas (stewed pork) tacos. Don't be dismayed by the 
long lines; they move fast. Address and Phone: 2889 Mission St (at 25th Street); 
(415) 285-7117. 
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7.	  Warming	  Hut	  Cafe	  ★ 	  
The Warming Hut’s location in the shadow of the Golden Gate Bridge at Crissy Field 
ensures a captive audience. But the coffee, snacks and sandwiches are so well made 
here it’s hard to decide which the bigger draw is: the view or the food. When the fog 
rolls in, this is just the place to warm up with a cappuccino, hot chocolate or hot 
mulled cider. The fact that the café doubles as a gift/book shop and makes 
memorable grilled sandwiches doesn’t hurt, either. Address & Phone: 603 Mason 
St.; 415-561-3040. 

8.	  Firewood	  Cafe	  
A great kids’ menu, fast service, and affordable prices make this a perfect place to 
catch a bite after shopping or a movie. Parents will appreciate the wines by the glass; 
kids watch their pizzas sizzle in open kitchen.  Delicious, thin crust wood-fired pizzas 
are the top choice here; rotisserie chicken, and jumbo salads and pastas are also good 
options at this highly dependable restaurant in the Metreon Center. Address and 
Phone: 101 4th Street, ground floor (in the Metreon Center); 415-369-6199. 
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Best Breakfasts in San Francisco 
Weekend breakfast in San Francisco is notoriously busy, so if the schedule permits, a 
weekday excursion is a nice way to linger a bit over your omelette or French toast. 
Fortunately, there's a favorite breakfast joint in every district of San Francisco, so you 
can dabble in such varied fare as roasted banana French toast, cornmeal pancakes, 
chicken hash, and beignets. 

1.	  Town's	  End	  Restaurant	  &	  Bakery	  
SOMA - Embarcadero 
Town's End Restaurant & Bakery looks out over the Embarcadero, and feels removed 
from the busy grid of SOMA. The large, sunny space makes an ideal breakfast 
location. Morning fare includes standards like omelettes and eggs Benedict, served 
with the restaurant's own baked goods. Town's Endhas its own bakery for take-out 
treats and coffee, too. 
2 Townsend Street 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
Telephone: (415) 512-0749 

2.	  Just	  For	  You	  Cafe	  
Potrero Hill - Third Street/Dogpatch area 
Just For You Cafe is a homey space at the foot of Potrero Hill, with beignets and 
Creole crab cakes on the breakfast board. Their pancakes cross grain barriers, with a 
selection of buckwheat, oatmeal and cornmeal to choose from. If you like longanisa 
(the Filipino sausage), Just For You Cafe offers it on the menu, along with homemade 
breads and grits with your eggs. 
732 22nd Street (between 3rd and Tennessee) 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
Telephone: (415) 647-3033 

3.	  Dottie's	  True	  Blue	  Cafe	  
Tenderloin - Near Union Square 
Dottie's is small, cozy, and busy. . . which accounts for the line that almost always 
forms on the sidewalk of this Tenderloin favorite. Locals and tourists hang out for the 
baked goods and cornmeal pancakes, as well as the large omelettes and egg dishes 
that make up the standard breakfast menu. Tables turn over quickly but on weekends 
especially, the wait can still be long. 
522 Jones (at Geary) 
San Francisco CA 94102  
Telephone: (415) 885-2767 
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4.	  Zazie	  
Cole Valley 
If your timing is good, you can enjoy breakfast in Zazie's charming, tree-shaded patio 
in back. Zazieserves organic milk, free-range eggs, and a blend of standard and 
eclectic breakfast fare. The menu is suited for experimentation, with items like lemon 
ricotta pancakes and "Pain Paradise" -- cinnamon challah with mascarpone and bing 
cherries. 
941 Cole Street (between Parnassus & Carl) 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
Telephone: (415) 564-5332 

5.	  Mama's	  on	  Washington	  Square	  
North Beach 
Like Dottie's True Blue Cafe, Mama's in North Beach is institution enough to 
command a long breakfast line. Mama's fans will tell you it's worth it -- 
for Mama's French toast and eggs Benedict. The restaurant is a long-standing San 
Francisco favorite with locals and with visitors. 
1701 Stockton Street (at Filbert) 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
Telephone: (415) 362-6421 

6.	  Kate's	  Kitchen	  
Lower Haight 
Kate's is a popular and crowded (on weekends) spot in the Lower Haight area of San 
Francisco. Expect good execution of standards -- pancakes, eggs, French toast -- and 
added attractions like hush puppies, or simple fruit and granola fare. 
471 Haight Street (near Fillmore) 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
Telephone: (415) 626-3984 

7.	  Le	  Zinc	  
Noe Valley 
Le Zinc bistro serves weekend brunch with traditional egg dishes, but also has 
French-inspired menu items like Croque Monsieur and moules marinieres for anyone 
who's not in a standard, breakfast mood. The ambiance is bright and lively, and Le 
Zinc also has an outdoor patio. 
4063 24th Street (between Castro & Noe) 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
Telephone: (415) 647-9400 

8.	  Ella's	  
Laurel Heights 
Ella's, in the mellow enclave of Laurel Heights, is known for its homemade breads 
and baked goods, as well as classic American dishes. The breakfast menu includes 
chicken hash, brandied French toast and -- a favorite -- sticky buns. Weekend brunch 
offers changing creative fare, like strawberry ricotta pancakes. 
500 Presidio (at California) 
San Francisco, CA 94115 
Telephone: (415) 441-5669 
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9.	  Eagle	  Cafe	  
Pier 39 - Fisherman's Wharf 
The Eagle Cafe has an interesting and unlikely history, given its location in the heart 
of touristy Pier 39. In the 1920s, the building was a hash house on the northern 
waterfront, serving a mixed crowd of longshoremen, fishermen, bus drivers, and 
artists. In 1978, the building was moved to Pier 39, where the Eagle Cafe sits today -- 
with a view of Alcatraz, and with menu items like crab omelettes, grilled banana 
French toast, and Alaskan Halibut Benedict. 
Pier 39, Space A-201 
Beach Street & the Embarcadero 
San Francisco, CA 94119 
Telephone: (415) 433-3689 

10.	  Pork	  Store	  Cafe	  
The Haight 
The Pork Store Cafe is a greasy-spoon favorite in the Haight. Breakfast at the Pork 
Store is all about crispy hash browns, sausages, and other breakfast grill standards. 
Good coffee and fresh-squeezed orange juice round out the experience. (The Pork 
Store has a sister restaurant on 16th in the Mission.) 
1451 Haight Street (at Masonic) 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
Telephone: (415) 864-6981 
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Top 10 steakhouses San Francisco 
1.	  Harris'	  Restaurant	  ★ 	  
Category: Steakhouses 
Neighborhood: Nob Hill 
2100 Van Ness Ave 
San Francisco, CA 94109 
(415) 673-1888 

2.	  Alexander's	  Steakhouse	  
Categories: Steakhouses, Seafood 
Neighborhood: SOMA 
448 Brannan St 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
(415) 495-1111 

3.	  Boboquivari's	  
Categories: Steakhouses, Seafood 
Neighborhood: Marina/Cow Hollow 
1450 Lombard St 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
(415) 441-8880 

4.	  Ruth's	  Chris	  Steak	  House	  
Categories: Steakhouses, American (Traditional) 
Neighborhood: Pacific Heights 
1601 Van Ness Ave 
San Francisco, CA 94109 
(415) 673-0557 

5.	  Espetus	  Churrascaria	  
Categories: Steakhouses, Brazilian, Buffets 
Neighborhood: Hayes Valley 
1686 Market St 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 552-8792 

6.	  House	  of	  Prime	  Rib	  
Category: Steakhouses 
Neighborhood: Nob Hill 
1906 Van Ness Ave 
San Francisco, CA 94109 
(415) 885-4605 

	   	  



	   53	  

7.	  Alfred's	  Steakhouse	  
Category: Steakhouses 
Neighborhood: Financial District 
659 Merchant St 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 781-7058 

8.	  Lark	  Creek	  Steak	  
Categories: Steakhouses, American (Traditional) 
Neighborhoods: Union Square, SOMA 
845 Market St 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415) 593-4100 

9.	  5A5	  Steak	  Lounge	  ★ 	  
Category: Steakhouses 
Neighborhood: Financial District 
244 Jackson St 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 989-2539 
Voted One of San Francisco's top Steakhouses by Opentable, Gayout, SF Station. 
Malou Nubla's top 5 restaurants in San Francisco (Malou Review).  

10.	  Leatherneck	  Steakhouse	  
Category: Steakhouses 
Neighborhood: Union Square 
609 Sutter St 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 673-6672 
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Where we had dinner, lunch or coffee  
 
Fisherman's Wharf 
Boudins	  
- Good food for a quick lunch. All dishes include their souerdough bread in one way 
or the other. Great grilled cheese sandwich! 
 
North Beach 
Italian	  restaurant	  that	  I	  cant	  remember	  the	  name	  of,	  sorry	  J	  
- The food was just ok and not worth the money that it cost. Not a place that we 
recommend. 
 
Chinatown 
None 
 
Embarcadero / Financial District 
Boudins	  
- Good food for a quick lunch. All dishes include their souerdough bread in one way 
or the other. Great grilled cheese sandwich! 
 
5A5	  Steak	  Lounge 
244 Jackson St, San Francisco 94111 
- Great dinner in a beautiful restaurant. Great meat! 
 
Union Square/Downtown 
Rotunda	  at	  Neiman	  Marcus	  
-‐	  Tried	  by	  us	  and	  we	  really	  enjoyed	  it!	  You	  must	  try	  the	  Lobster	  Club	  Sandwich.	  Upscale	  
and	  a	  bit	  pricy	  for	  a	  lunch.	  They	  apparently	  have	  a	  very	  nice	  afternoon	  tea	  as	  well.  
	  
Amber	  India	  Restaurant	  
25 Yerba Buena Lane, San Francisco 94193 (just off Market Street) 
- A very nice indian restaurant that we got recommended by the concierge at the 
hotel where we stayed. Relly good food, nice bar to have a drink in before dinner, 
good service and nice ambiance.  
 
SOMA / Yerba Buena 
None 
	  
Mission District 
None 
 
Castro / Upper Market 
None 
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Haight-Ashbury 
La	  Boulange	  De	  Hayes  
500 Hayes Street, San Francicso 94102 
- Really nice place to have breakfast or just a cofee (fika). They have several locations 
around the city, so you could also find it in other places. We saw several of them, but 
this one seemed to be the nicest one. 
 
These places we saw when passing, we did not try them out, but they looked nice: 
Coffee	  Cantata – café on Haight Street 
Martin	  Macks – Bar/Restaurant on Haight Street 
 
Japantown / Fillmore 
None 
 
Civic Center / Hayes Valley 
None 
 
Nob Hill 
Harris'	  Restaurant	  
2100 Van Ness Ave, San Francisco, 94109 
- We had a delicious meal in an old fashioned restaurant with perfect service. Great 
meat! 
 
Marina 
Kara’s	  Cupcakes	  
- Good cupcakes but not a place to sit down and have a coffee (fika) as well. Best for 
take away. 
 
Presidio 
Warming	  Hut	  Cafe	  
603 Mason 
- A cosy place to get warmed up from the winds around the Golden Gate Bridge. They 
also have a small gift and bookshop. 
 
Golden Gate Park / Sunset 
None 
 
Bayview / Candlestick Point 
None 
 


